Mary Claire Kendall

New York’s sidewalks
will never be the same

n the fourth anniver-

zary of Pope John

Paul II's death, the

Mew York City Coun-
cil passed its Clinic Accessz Bill.
Mayor Michael Bloomberg will
sign it into law shortly, empow-
ering police to arrest sidewalk
eounselors who help literally
thousands of pregnant teens and
women “choose life”

“4 city needs a soul IF it is to
become a true home for human
beings" John Paul famously
prociaimed in Shea Stadium 30
years ago. But the legislation
— backed by all the usual pro-
abortion-on-demand suspects
— iz soulless. :

It lowers stan- Bﬂ-ﬁ'iﬂaf{}ﬁ I:,f

dardz of evidence

acterized such gentlenesz as
“terrorizing innocent Ameri-
cans.”

At a hearing convened before
the hill's passage, attendees
heard a New York City official
assure EMC and others they are
free to offer counseling within 15
feet of an abortion clinie. Later
on, abortion providers asserted
that’z just what the bill forbids.

Mo city police officer testi-
fied for, theugh one testified
against, the bhill; neither did
any clients, who've allegedly
been “terrorized” — not even
anonymously. However, six of
EMC's “turnarounds” — flve
pregnant, one
with her “saved”
newborn — tes-

regarding alleged ‘}'ﬂu}?‘e a Iﬂud tified how

harassment — the

patient need not prﬂfgster with

testifr — and

appreciative
they were for-the
counselors’ help.

imposes  steep ngn,g, yaur ) COTTEe,

fines and stiff

prison sentences. Speech should

Speaker

blocking, imped-
ing, harassing or
otherwise intim-

Christine Quinn D@ pmtﬁted.{f idating  eclients

insisted her hill

is not an “attack :'.—’GH’."E? a qui&t,

on free spesch”

approaching an
abortion clinic is
illegal and always

and “would do Hp'ﬁgﬂﬂ{? Sidewafk haz been.

nothing to limit

Fast-forward

rights of protest- C{}HH.SEEGI’; better and follow the

ers” But, divining . -
exactly what free tkmk twice.

speech it allows
isn't easy ik

Basieally, if you're a loud pro-
tester with signs, your speech
should be protected. If you're a
guiet, up-close sidewalk coun-
selor, better think twice,

Chris Slattery of Expectant
Mother Care, one of the main
targets, savs her group’s goal is
Lo gently help “often-misguided
girle and women .. with what-
ever they need to give them a
true alternative to abortion”

Protected free  speech?
Apparently not, according to
Joan Malin, chief executive
officer of Planned Parenthood
of New York City, who char-

maoney lost from
“turnarounds.”
The unpersusads-
ables, Slattery said, are eazy o
gpot, They brush off the litera-
ture.

But it's the ambivalent ones
— often victims of unreported
statutory rape being forced to
get an ahortion — who are most
receptive and freely stop to lis-
temn.

With this legislation, the
sidewalks of New York — the
city's “soul” — will never he the
same. ==
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New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg will sign into law the Clinic Access Bill,
allowing police to arrest sidewalk counselors in front of abortion clinics.
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