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r In the light ofthe killing of Terri Schiavo and the death of Pope John Paul n '\

Mary Kendall argues that consistency in the defense of human dignity is the
hallmark of a truly great leader. Such a leader will have to realize that the
rights and dignity of man can only survive when God's place in human soci-

\ ety is safeguarded. ./

.
AS WINTER was fast fading and I re-
flected on the American Presidential
election, the need to articulate the big
issues gnawed at me. My idea was to
argue that standing up for human life,
dignity and rights in all instances is
not, ultimately, a political loser.
Rather, such consistency might even
form the basis of a new coalition in the
wake of libertarian-caused fissures in
social-cum-economic conservative al-
liances. Besides which, the spectacle
of a candidate putting his finger in the
wind to try and discern how much
public opinion will withstand before
taking a stand is decidedly unattrac~
tive. While short-term political calcu-
lus may argue for expediency, long-
term legacy is quite another story.

Making room for God
The first day of spring, I read Pope
John Paul II's statement of December
14,2000 marking the 1200th anniver-
sary of Charlemagne's imperial coro-
nation by Pope Leo III on Christmas
Day in the year 800. He wrote:

It cannot be forgotten that it was the
denial of God and his commandments
which led in the last century to the tyr-
anny of idols. A race, a class, the state,

the nation and the party wereglorified
instead of the true and living God.

In the light of the misfortunes that
overtook the 20th century we can un-
derstand: the rights of God and man
stand or fall together.

My thinking was crystallized. I
would trace "a vision of the consequen-
tialleader" as one who consistently de-
fends human dignity since man is
made in the image of God. The fact
that Terri Schiavo was, at that very
moment, clinging to life by a thread,
her feeding tube cruelly removed in
blatant violation of her humanity,
which the Pope was concurrently con-
demning, gave dramatic emphasis to
his words, especially given his own
precarious hold on life - revealing
him, once again, to be that consequen-
tial leader who understood that the
larger issues -of the day relate to the
violation of human dignity and require
courageous action - action, not words,
being, in his calculus, what truly de-
fines the man.

God, the Author of life
Terri's story was so painfully gripping
and, the sand slipping through the
hour-glass, the pressing question be-
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